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      Copyright Statement

      Thank you for downloading this free eBook from Literary Spring (http://www.literaryspring.com). You are welcome to share it with your friends. This work is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/).
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      Part I: Information About eBooks, eJournals, and This Guide

      What is included in this guide?

      This guide is focused on eBooks, electronic academic papers, electronic essays, and eJournals in English that can be viewed on a mobile device. Included within the eBooks category are short stories. While sites must include a significant amount of material in English to be included many sites have material in other languages. Many sites also give you the option to read the material online or download it. This guide also includes additional information about eBooks.

      Using this guide can I find an eBook or eJournal on the subject I am interested in?

      This guide covers a broad variety of eBooks and eJournal sites. Some sites are general and have eBooks on multiple subjects. Some sites focus on a narrow subject. Some are good for finding romance or science-fiction eBooks. Some are useful for finding a citation for a graduate school paper. I made the conscious decision to include sufficient material on the humanities and social sciences as these resources are often less well publicized.

      How much technical knowledge do I need to use this guide??        This guide is intended both for those who are just getting started with eBooks and eJournals and for those who simply want to find some new sites. While this guide has a small amount of information about eReaders it is primarily focused on listing and evaluating eBook and eJournal sites. If you need additional information about the technical details of your Kindle, Nook, iPhone, or other mobile device check the documentation or other resources dedicated specifically to that device. If you have a question about using an eReader app, most apps provide some form of support and documentation.

      How can I read these eBooks?

      Unfortunately, there is no standard format for eBooks and not all eReaders can read all formats. Available eReaders vary by country. Some of the most common eReaders are Amazon's Kindle, Barnes & Noble's Nook, Sony's Reader, and Apple's iPhone, iPod Touch, and iPad. Reading an eBook on an iPhone, iPod Touch, or iPad requires downloading eReader applications. Some of the most popular are Apple's iBooks, Amazon's Kindle app, Stanza, Barnes & Noble's eReader app, Border's app, and, for PDF files, GoodReader. With the exception of GoodReader, these are all free applications. At the current time Stanza and iBooks can read PDF format, but the text is often very small or has other problems making GoodReader a good investment. New applications are added regularly and updates add more feature so if you use an iPhone, iPod Touch, or iPad as your eReader check the Apple store for current information and ratings. Formats vary on different sites and I have noted them when practical, but the most common ones in this guide are ePub and PDF.

      Why would a site be excluded from the list?

      The material cannot be downloaded and read on an eReader.

      The material is exactly the same content and format as material available elsewhere.

      The material obviously violates copyright.

      The site is filled with dead links and, in a rare cases, the site's design is so poor that finding and accessing eBooks is excessively difficult.

      The eBooks cost money even if there is a rebate or future discount.

      Sites that require registration are included in a short list at the end.

      Personal author sites are not included nor are sites with very small collections.

      The site is primarily dedicated to fan fiction.

      Sites dedicated to porn or hate speech have been excluded.

      I do not know about the site. I have done extensive searching for sites, but the internet is huge and it is always possible to miss a site.

      As stated above, sites are excluded if the majority of material is not in English. This is to ensure that I was able to evaluate each site fairly rather than being limited by my lack of fluency in the language.

      Why did the link to the site not work or take me to an odd site?

      While the links have been checked multiple times the internet is not static and sites are reorganized, moved, or shut down. If you reach a dead link try going to the main URL (ie http://www.google.com) and check the navigation or the search function to find the page. If you cannot connect at all it usually means that either you are having problems with your internet connection or the site is having problems. If it is the latter there is nothing to do except wait until the issue is resolved.

      Since the eBooks are free can I do anything I want with them?

      The fact that an eBook is free does not mean that you have the legal right to do anything you want with it. Please check the terms of use particularly if you would like to distribute the eBook.

      Will I be offended or hate any of the eBooks?

      While so-called adult sites have been excluded, this guide is intended for adult readers who have the maturity to make their own decisions about what they wish to read. The listed sites contain material with a variety of viewpoints and tastes including older books that reflect the attitudes and standards of a different time period and culture. The annotations have been provided to help you choose sites. If you hate science-fiction, skip the Baen Free Library. If you do not want to read about Christianity, skip the Christian Classics Ethereal Library.

      Is every book or journal article available legally in eBook format??        No. While eBooks are rapidly rising in popularity only a small percentage of books are available in electronic format. Recent and popular books are more likely to be available as eBooks. Most Journals are not accessible to the general public in electronic format.

      Important Note about Copyright

      I have checked all sites for copyright violations. However, I am not a lawyer. Project Gutenberg alone has over 30,000 free eBooks making it is impossible for me to check the copyright for every eBook. The included sites are sites that are part of major universities, major companies, state their copyright checking policies, or otherwise appear to be copyright compliant. Please note that the length and terms of copyright vary by country so an eBook that is out of copyright in one country may still be in copyright in another country. Copyright law has at times been slow in keeping up with technological change and there are ambiguous cases. It is your responsibility to make decisions about downloading eBooks and eJournals based on the laws and culture of where you live.

      Primarily Older Public Domain Books

      Project Gutenberg

      http://www.gutenberg.org

      http://gutenberg.net.au

      http://gutenberg.ca

      The main archive has over 32,000 free eBooks. The vast majority are older books that are now in the public domain as the copyright has expired. On the main site eBooks can be downloaded in plain text, ePub, Mobi, HTML and Plucker formats. Project Gutenberg Australia and Project Gutenberg Canada have materials in TXT and HTML formats. There is a Project Gutenberg Europe, but virtually every link I tried gave me an error message. EBooks go through a multiple stage editing process leading to fewer scanos and other errors. As per the terms of Project Gutenberg many other archives include eBooks from Project Gutenberg in their collections.

      Diesel eBook Store: Free eBooks

      http://www.diesel-ebooks.com/cgi-bin/gbooks/index.cgi

      Diesel states that it has a collection of over 1.4 million free eBooks in ePub format. It also has over 400 eBooks in Mobipocket and Microsoft Reader formats. Subjects include classic works of British and American fiction, American history, children's literature, and research documents.

      eBooks at Adelaide

      http://eBooks.adelaide.edu.au/

      This collection of classics in literature, philosophy, science, history, and travel is in ePub format. This archive is includes non-English language eBooks. There is a search function. Browsing by author, title, and subject is also available.

      epubBooks: Unleash Your Books

      http://www.epubbooks.com/books

      A search function is available and you can browse by title, author, and genre. There is a language notation and date next to the title of each eBook. Symbols next to the eBook title provide additional information about whether illustrations are included in the eBook or the book has been adapted for a film. This site also includes brief reviews of eReaders and, in some cases, directions for transferring your eBooks.

      Internet History Sourcebooks Project

      http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/

      Sourcebooks are divided into categories including Ancient History, Medieval, Byzantine Studies, African, East Asian, Islamic, Science, and Women's Studies. The format of the texts varies.

      LibriVox

      http://librivox.org

      Librivox provides free public domain audiobooks in mp3 and ogg formats. The audiobooks are read by volunteers. LibriVox is located in the United States and, thus, defines public domain according to the terms of United States Law. While the majority of materials are in English, non-English language materials are allowed.

      ManyBooks.net

      http://manybooks.net

      This archive has a smaller collection than sites such as Project Gutenberg, but it has a particularly large number of options in terms of format including ePub, iSilo, Mobi, LIT, PDF, PKG, PRC, AZW (Kindle), TXT, and more. You can use the search function or search by genre, title, or author. There is a listing for series and other helpful lists including reader recommendations and recent additions. This site also includes a list of over 250 book reviews.

      MobileRead Forums

      http://www.mobileread.com/forums

      This archive uses a forum structure. Click on the arrow next to the eBook link and choose whether to browse by latest uploads or by format. Alternately, there is a search function. There is also a Mobipocket download guide in Mobi format. The available formats vary, but you can filter your search to only include Mobi, ePub, LRF, IMP, and miscellaneous.

      General Collections

      The Book Depository

      http://www.bookdepository.com/free/

      This collection includes over 11,000 free eBooks in PDF format on a variety of subjects. This site has some harder to find eBooks. You can browse by subject. Alternately a search engine is available in the free eBooks section. This is part of a larger site that sells books so using the search engine at the top of the site will give you hardcopy books that are not free. The “Get Free eBook” button is located above the “Add to Basket” button on the page with the list of books in category you are browsing or on the page with your search results. Clicking on this button will take you to the page for the book. Once on the page for the book click on the “Download free eBook PDF” which is located below the “Add to Basket” button.

      EServer

      http://eserver.org

      This scholarly archive based at Iowa State University (US) has over 35,000 free books available in a broad range of subjects including cultural theory, film and television, history, internet, nano science/tech, and philosophy. This archive is particularly good for social science, media studies, and humanities resources. The available format varies.

      Feedbooks

      http://www.feedbooks.com

      Feedbooks includes both public domain books and newer original books that have been included by the author(s). Original books can be browsed by popularity, release date, and category. Public domain books can also browsed by category, new releases, popularity, and author. Filtering by language is also available and there is also a search function. Formats include ePub, PDF, Custom PDF, and Mobi (listed as Kindle).

      Google Books

      http://books.google.com

      Google Books is an ambitious archive. However, only a fraction of the books are available for download in ePub and PDF format. Google Books offers simple and advanced search options. The advanced search function allows you to search by title, author, publisher, subject, publication date, ISBN, ISSN, language, books versus magazines, and by whether you only want eBooks that are available for full view or also want ones that only include a preview. You can search by all words, exact phrase, at least one word, and filter out eBooks with a certain word in the title.

      Internet Archive

      http://www.archive.org/details/texts

      This large collection of texts range from popular fiction to historical texts to academic books. Most eBooks can be downloaded in PDF, black and white PDF, ePub, Mobi, DjVu, or TXT format. Some material is public domain, but there is also a substantial amount of newer material under Creative Commons licenses.

      Memoware

      http://www.memoware.com

      Memoware has a large collection of user submitted free eBooks. Both fiction and nonfiction are available. There is a search function or you can browse by topic. The available formats vary. Subjects vary from classic novels to episode guides for television shows.

      MobiPocket

      http://www.mobipocket.com/freebooks/default.aspx

      Mobipocket has over 3,000 free eBooks in Mobi format. The eBooks are divided by categories and are primarily fiction. Categories include English Literature, American Literature, Romance Literature, Germanic Literature, Children's Literature, French Literature, General World History, Home Economics, Poetry, and Egyptian History. Languages vary with a flag under the eBook title used to show the language of the eBook.

      Munseys

      http://www.munseys.com/site/home

      Munseys has a varied collection of eBooks including both fiction and nonfiction. Categories include action, Australia, biography, Canada, children, classics, drama, education, folklore, history, horror, mystery, poetry, political science, pulp fiction, reference, religion, satire, science, science-fiction, travel, and westerns. Downloadable formats include ePub, iSilo, PDF, HTML, LRF, and PRC. A search function is available as is browsing by categories and tags.

      Wikibooks

      http://en.wikibooks.org

      This is a relatively new project so it has a limited selection. The books can be read online or go to the menu on left and select “Download as PDF”. For some books a link to a PDF file is listed under the section “Book Contents”.

      Specialty Archives

      Antique Pattern Library

      http://www.antiquepatternlibrary.org

      This small collection has scans of public domain pattern books in PDF format. Please note the Creative Commons License and Conditions of Use.

      Bean Free Library

      http://www.baen.com/library/

      Baen contains a collection of science-fiction eBooks including works by well-known writers Mercedes Lackey, Lois McMaster Bujold, Larry Niven, Jerry Pournelle, and David Weber that can be downloaded in several formats including ePub, Mobi, PRC, LIT, RTF, and LTF. There is also an “Email book to my Kindle” option. You can browse by series, author, or title.

      Choral Public Domain Library

      http://www2.cpdl.org/wiki/index.php/Main_Page

      This large library makes sheet music available in PDF format. The sheet music is either in the public domain or has been offered for download by the composer.

      Christian Ethereal Library

      http://www.ccel.org/

      Along with material that can only be viewed online, this site has writings of Church Fathers that can be downloaded in TXT format. There is also a Hymnary which includes downloadable sheet music in PDF format.

      Digital Library of Arts & Letters

      http://fs.gallup.unm.edu//eBooksLiterature.htm

      This is a small collection of PDF eBooks. Categories include essays, poetry, prose, novels, dramas, translations, and art. Multiple languages are included in the collection.

      Digital Library of Science

      http://fs.gallup.unm.edu//eBooks-otherformats.htm

      This site has eBooks in PDF format relating to mathematics, philosophy, physics, finance and economics, linguistics, and scientific eJournals.

      eFanzines

      http://efanzines.com/

      This archive allows editors to include science-fiction fanzines in PDF, HTML, or other standard format. Some of the fanzines are divided into parts.

      Free Catholic eBooks for All

      http://www.freecatholicebooks.com/

      This page has over 100 public domain Catholic eBooks in PDF format. Many of the works are from early Christian writers such as St. Augustine and may also be of interest to Protestants.

      IN Harmony: Sheet Music from Indiana

      http://webapp1.dlib.indiana.edu/inharmony/welcome.do

      IN Harmony has sheet music in PDF format. You can browse by name, title, year, instrument, genre, or subject. There are also multiple search options.

      Suvudu Free Book Library

      http://www.suvudu.com/freelibrary/

      Suvudu has a small collection of science-fiction eBooks available for free download. All eBooks can be downloaded in PDF format and some can be downloaded in other formats by clicking on external links.

      Tor

      http://www.tor.com/stories

      Tor offers PDF, PRC, and ePub formats for their science-fiction and fantasy stories.

      eBook Directories

      These sites do not host the eBooks, but link to sites that do. Available formats will vary as do the terms of use.

      2020ok

      http://2020ok.com

      This is a large directory of free eBooks. There is a search function or you can search by category or tag. This directory contains over 100,000 eBooks. A large percentage is of modern works and it has categories that are not widely available on most other links. Major subject headings include arts and photography, biographies and memoirs, business and investing, children's books, comics and graphic novels, computers and the internet, cooking and food and wine, engineering, entertainment, gay and lesbian, health and mind and body, history, home and garden, horror, law, literature, medicine, mystery and thrillers, nonfiction, outdoors and nature, parenting and family, professional and technical, reference, religion and spirituality, romance, science, science-fiction and fantasy, sports, teens, and travel.

      Bookyards

      http://www.bookyards.com

      This site has a huge collection of searchable links to over 32,000 eBooks and electronic articles. There is a search function. Browsing is available by title, author, and for biographies.

      eBook Directory

      http://www.e-booksdirectory.com/

      This site links to over 3,800 free eBooks on over 400 categories including arts and photography, biographies and memoirs, business and investing, children's books, comics and graphic novels, computers and the internet, cooking and food and wine, engineering, entertainment, health and mind and body, history, humanities, law, literature and fiction, medicine, nonfiction, religion & spirituality, outdoors and nature, science, science-fiction & fantasy, and travel.

      eBook Lobby

      http://www.ebooklobby.com

      This site links to downloadable eBooks in a variety of categories including art and photography, biographies and memoirs, business and investing, children's books, computers and the internet, cooking and food and wine, health and mind and body, home and garden, law, sports, travel, entertainment, and literature. Browsing by topic is available and there is a search function using Google.

      Free Book Centre

      http://www.freebookcentre.net/

      This site offers links to thousands of free computer eBooks. Topics include computer science, computer languages, Java and J2EE, Linux and Unix, Cisco Certification, web and internet technology, graphics and web development tools, database systems and management, computer networking, other computer topics, mobile technologies, mathematics, Microsoft technologies, physics, electronics and communication, electrics engineering, medical, and file system specifications.

      Free Computer Books

      http://freecomputerbooks.com/

      Books can be found by using the search function or by browsing the categories on the menu. Subjects include computer languages, database and storage, electronic engineering, Linux and Unix, mathematics, software engineering, and web design and programming. You can also search by the year the eBook was published and by recent eBooks.

      Free Tech Books

      http://www.freetechbooks.com/

      The main categories are computer science, mathematics, supporting fields, operating systems, programming/scripting, miscellaneous, and general. There is also a search function available and links to the most popular books are listed near the bottom of the left column.

      Get Free eBooks

      http://www.getfreeebooks.com/

      This site has links to legally available downloadable free eBooks. There are a variety of subjects featured with some of the larger ones being business, computers and the internet, education, family and kids, fantasy, fiction, health and fitness, hobbies and interest, humor, internet marketing, money and finance, novels, people and relationships, religion, personal development, science-fiction and self-help. There is a search function or you can search by category or tag.

      Inkmesh

      http://inkmesh.com/

      Inkmesh has a search engine for finding free eBooks and comparing prices on eBooks. You can browse by promotional free eBooks, free Sony eBooks, free Kindle eBooks, free Nook eBooks, free Smashwords eBooks, free Baen eBooks, or all free eBooks.

      Online Novels

      http://online-novels.blogspot.com/

      This site links to free novel eBooks. There is a short description for each novel. Novels are divided by adventure, fantasy, foreign language (non-English), gay and lesbian, general, historical, humorous, mystery, romance, science-fiction, western, women, and young adult. Within each category novels are listed in alphabetical order. There is a small collection of French, Italian, and Spanish novels.

      Library, Scholarly, and Academic Collections

      Arxiv.org from Cornell University Library

      http://arxiv.org

      This collection includes over 600,000 eBooks in biology, computer science, mathematics, quantitative biology, quantitative finances, and statistics. The format varies, but usually includes PDF.

      Australian Literary and Historical Texts

      http://setis.library.usyd.edu.au/oztexts/ozlit.html

      The Australian Literary and Historical Texts has over 300 texts. Texts are listed by author and are in PDF format and, in some cases, HTML format.

      Digital Collections in PDF from Michigan State University Libraries

      http://www2.lib.msu.edu/branches/dmc/digital.jsp

      The collection is relatively small, but has some unusual material. Subjects include agriculture, applied and life sciences, arts and humanities, Brocker Sliker Cookery Ephemera, comic art, cookbooks, fables, fencing, interviews with Michigan Supreme Court Justices, Michigan Farm News, orchids, osteopathy, Sunday School books, and veterinary medicine. To view a PDF click on the subject link and then click on the PDF link.

      Free Online Textbooks, Lecture Notes, Tutorials, and Videos on Mathematics

      http://homepages.nyu.edu/~jmg336/html/mathematics.html

      Subjects include general mathematics, abstract algebra, numerical analysis, calculus, geometry, graph theory, linear algebra and matrices, number theory, physics, and statistics. The available format varies.

      Library and Archive Canada

      http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/electroniccollection/index-e.html

      This collection includes over 30,000 eBooks and 100,000 eJournal and periodical issues published in Canada. Some documents are restricted, but many can be downloaded in PDF format.

      Harry A. Sprague Library: Montclair Electronic Text Archive

      http://meta.montclair.edu/lector_longinquus/

      This collection has primary documents in Latin, Greek, and Anglo-Saxon along with primary and secondary texts in English. Downloadable texts are available in PDF or DjVu format.

      Digital Collections at Stanford University

      http://collections.stanford.edu

      The digital collection at Stanford is diverse with categories including California Legislative Journal Appendixes, Copyright Renewal Database, Dime Novels Full Text, GATT Digital Libraries, Medieval and Modern Thought Text Digitization Project, and The Super-Enlightenment (18th century French works). This site also has audio and video materials including the Monterey Jazz Collection with over 1000 hours of material. There is a simple and advanced search or you can browse within a category. Browsing options vary by category, but common browsing options are year, title, and subject. Several categories including the Dime Novels Full Text include color illustrations. As the PDF files come from scans they cannot be converted into text with a PDF reader.

      CaltechThesis: A Caltech Library Service

      http://thesis.library.caltech.edu/

      Browsing and simple and advanced search options are available for viewing Caltech theses in PDF format. Some theses are only available to the Caltech community, but many are public.

      ETD@VT

      http://scholar.lib.vt.edu/theses/

      There is a search function or you can browse by author or department. Theses are in PDF format. Some theses are limited to the Virginia Tech Campus Network.

      HighWire from Stanford University

      http://highwire.stanford.edu/

      HighWire hosts over 1300 journals, eBooks, and other scholarly publications. Both searching and browsing by publisher, title, and topic is available. The availability varies by publication with some only having one free issue and some having all issues freely available. Primary topics include biological sciences, humanities, medical sciences, physical sciences, and social sciences. Primary topics are subdivided into more detailed categories.

      Project Euclid

      http://projecteuclid.org/

      Project Euclid is dedicated to the fields of theoretical and applied mathematics and statistics. The archive has mathematics and statistics resources available for download in PDF format. There is a search function. Browsing is available by journal name, publisher, and discipline. A colored square next to journal name indicates whether it is open access, partial access, or for subscribers only.

      The Pew Research Center

      http://pewresearch.org/

      The Pew Research Center is an American organization that describes itself as nonpartisan and provides information about American's attitudes towards a variety of issues. It has a strong focus on politics, the press, and religion. Recently it has released generational focused statistical information that may be useful to those focused on marketing and web design. There is a search function with both simple and advanced options. Browsing is available by topic and publication. Recent or spotlighted reports are listed on the main page. The location of the downloadable PDF varies so you may need to look around the page to find it.

      RUcore: Rutgers Community Repository

      http://rucore.libraries.rutgers.edu/etd/

      This repository has a searchable collection of theses and dissertations from Rutgers University. Theses are in PDF format. There are simple and advanced search option.

      Finding eBooks Recommendations

      GoodReads

      http://www.goodreads.com

      GoodReads allows users to post reviews and ratings for books they have read. These reviews and ratings can then be used by others to find recommendations. Some features including posting lists of books or joining in a discussion group or book club require you to have a free account, but reviews and ratings can also be read by those without an account. GoodReads has an app for the iPhone, iPod Touch, and iPad.

      LibraryThing

      http://www.librarything.com/search

      LibraryThing is focused on cataloging a book collection, but using the search function can be used to find recommendations based on a book you enjoyed. For example, if you search for “The Lord of the Rings” you will see a list of related books. You can then click on a link and find books that LibraryThing and LibraryThing members suggest you will enjoy because you enjoyed “The Lord of the Rings”. LibraryThing has an app for the iPhone, iPod Touch, and iPad.

      Wikipedia's List of Books

      http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lists_of_books

      This page includes a long list of book lists divided by categories as diverse as Lists of Books About World War I, List of Books about Kites, List of Fantasy Novels, List of Works by Leo Tolstoy, List of Buffy the Vampire Slayer Books, List of Nancy Drew Books, and Lists of Fiction Employing Parallel Universes.

      Part III Additional eBook and Searching Tips

      Creating eBooks from Wikipedia and Wikisource

      Wikipedia now allows you to export an article in PDF format or use the Book Creator to create a PDF book with multiple articles.

      Under Print/export in the left column click on the link that says “Create a book.” Then click “Start Book Creator”. Please note that clicking on this link will not automatically add the article you were on to your eBook.

      As you view articles in Wikipedia you will see the “Add this page to your book” option at the top. Click on it to add the article to your eBook.

      You can also click on “Suggest pages” and add suggested articles.

      When you have selected all the articles you want click on “Show book”. You can then organize the order of your articles, delete any you decide you don't want to be part of your eBook, and choose a Title and Subtitle.

      In the right column you will see an option in the Download box for creating a PDF. Click “Download”.

      Wait for the PDF to render. Click on the “Download the file” link and the PDF file will open. Save the PDF file to your computer (or a flashdrive). The default filename is “index” so you may wish to change it to something more descriptive. You can then add to your eReader using the transfer instructions for your eReader.

      Commercial Sites that also offer free eBooks and eBook samples to Registered Users

      The bookstores listed below offer free samples of eBooks and a small number of free eBooks. Some free offers are for a limited time only so if you think you may be interested in the eBook download it when you see it. Unlike the others, Smashwords offers a variety of non-DRM formats.

      Amazon

      http://www.amazon.com

      Barnes & Noble eBooks

      http://www.barnesandnoble.com/ebooks/index.asp

      eReader

      http://www.ereader.com

      Fictionwise

      http://www.fictionwise.com

      Sony Reader Store

      http://ebookstore.sony.com

      Smashwords

      http://www.smashwords.com/books/category/1/newest/0/free/any

      Non-commercial Sites that Require Your Email Address

      Oxford Text Archive

      http://ota.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/index-id.html

      This small collection from Oxford University allows you to download works that are still in copyright if you agree to the terms and provide your email address.

      Scribd

      http://www.scribd.com

      Some eBooks can be downloaded for free and some must be purchased to download. Scribd has user submitted eBooks and states that it will comply with copyright.

      Answers to General Questions about Finding More eBooks

      Can I get free eBooks from a Library?

      Many public and academic libraries offer eBooks. Often the eBooks are part of an external collection. As is true for print books at the library, these eBooks can usually only be checked out for a limited amount of time and there is often a limit on how many can be checked out at a given time. Unfortunately, many of these eBooks can only be read online. At the current time, eBooks checked out with the popular service Overdrive cannot be viewed on a Kindle, iPhone, iPod Touch, or iPad.

      I really need an article in electronic format and I can't find it. Help!

      This guide is focused on material that anyone can access. Many public and academic library websites have subscriptions to databases with journal articles, newspapers, magazine articles, and other. Usually you need to use your library card number or other log-in information provided by your library. Check your local library website for details and help.

      Can I sample that eBook?

      Many publishers and online bookstores allow you to download a free sample of an eBook. The sample length varies. In a few cases it only includes the title page and table of contents, but often it includes one or two chapters of a eBook. This is a great way to discover eBooks you might not otherwise read.

      Why am I getting an error message when I try to read a PDF file with my PDF Reader

      PDF readers such as GoodReader extract text from a PDF so that you can read the file more easily on a mobile device. This process does not work for pictures in a PDF. Thus, if your PDF file is a scan of text it cannot be extracted. Another common problem is symbols or non-Latin characters can cause problems. If neither of these possibilities explain the problem, check for support options for your device and/or application.

      Can I convert a Mobi eBook to an ePub eBook or a Text eBook to a PDF eBook?

      There are a number of free programs that allow you to convert between formats. If the file is in a format such as text or doc that can be read in Open Office, you can create a PDF using Open Office (http://www.openoffice.org). Two other popular conversion programs for Stanza Desktop and Calibre. Stanza Desktop (http://www.lexcycle.com/) can convert between a number of formats including ePub, azw, TXT, DOC, HTML, PDB, JAR, Mobi, RTF, and PDF. Calibre's input formats are CBZ, CBR, CBC, CHM, ePub, FB2, HTML, LIT, LRF, Mobi, ODT, PDF, PRC, PDB, PML, RB, RTF, TCR, and TXT. Its output formats are ePub, EB2, OFB, LIT, LRF, Mobi, PDB, PML, RB, PDF, TCR, and TXT. Calibre is updated frequently.

      What searching tips can you offer once I am on an eBook site?

      1. If you have no idea where to start, use the browsing option if there is one.

      2. Try searching with related or alternate terms. If you are looking for an eBook on restaurants in Rome try searching under “Rome” and “restaurant”. If you are looking for an eBook about Van Gogh's paintings search for “Van Gogh”, “paintings”, and “art”. Sometimes eBooks are not listed under seemingly obvious search terms.

      3. Some sites include recommendations under headings such as “You may also like”, “People who purchase this also purchased”, etc.

      4. Some sites include a hyperlink for an author so you can easily find additional eBooks by them.

      This eBook is from Literary Spring (http://www.literaryspring.com).
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